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Background Story/Plot:

A Kansas farm girl, longing to get away from the responsibilities and seriousness of the farm, is
caught in a tornado and knocked unconscious. She awakens far from home in a magical land with
witches, wizards, little people, flying monkeys, and other fantastic characters. The movie describes
her efforts to get back home. The play is adapted from the popular children's book by L. Frank
Baum, as was the movie starring Judy Garland.

. Introduction:

"The Wizard of Oz" is a classic story, beloved by children and their parents for generations. The
story is perennially popular because it explores many of the issues and fears that children must
confront as they mature. In addition, the story is an example of the archetypal journey of the hero in
order to gain understanding of life. However, “The Wizard of Oz” employs a fairy-tale charm |
seldom seen in previous stories of the ilk (think of the Odyssey), and much copied thereafter (nearly
every subsequent children’s’ story and movie made since).

Subjects:

¢ Language Arts and Social Skills
4 Math

¢ Science

¢ Interdisciplinary

Language Arts and Social Skills:

# Discussion questions dealing with morality and ethics will facilitate the use of this play to teach
ethical principles and critical viewing. Ask your class to “put yourself in the ruby slippers”.
How would you have felt if you were in Dorothy’s shoes?

1. List the various problems Dorothy encountered and how she resolved those issues. Would
you have done the same things that Dorothy did? What would you have done that was
different?

2. At the beginning of the play Darothy sings about wanting to be “Somewhere Over the
Rainbow”, but by the end of the play she’s realized that “There’s no place like home”. What
happened to change her mind? '

3. Why didn’t Auntie Em and Uncle Henry prevent Miss Gulch from taking Toto? How do you
think Dorothy felt about this? (Note: Frustration, hurt and betrayal may be very real
emotions — but Miss Gulch did have a sheriff”s order and the law is the law). Who do your
class feel could have acted differently to result in a different outcome?

¢ Discuss how are the following character traits depicted in the play. (More than one character
may portray the same character trait). The six main traits of character are:

1. Trustworthiness

Be honest » Don’t deceive, cheat or steal « Be reliable — do what you say you’ll do « Have the
courage to do the right thing * Build a good reputation * Be loyal — stand by your family, friends
and country



2. Respect

Treat others with respect; follow the Golden Rule * Be tolerant of differences « Use good manners,
not bad language  Be considerate of the feelings of others » Don’t threaten, hit or hurt anyone « Deal
peacefully with anger, insults and disagreements

3. Responsibility

Do what you are supposed to do * Persevere: keep on trying! « Always do your best * Use self-
control * Be self-disciplined * Think before you act — consider the consequences * Be accountable
for your choices

4. Fairness

Play by the rules » Take turns and share » Be open-minded; listen to others * Don’t take advantége of
others * Don’t blame others carelessly

5. Caring

Be kind *» Be compassionate and show you care * Express gratitude * Forgive others * Help people in
need ;

6. Citizenship

Do your share to make your school and community better « Cooperate » Get involved in community
affairs < Stay informed; vote * Be a good neighbor ¢ Obey laws and rules « Respect authority ©
Protect the environment

¢ Ask your class to each choose ONE of the six character traits and draw a medal or an award for
one of the characters that the child feels deserves to be awarded for his or her actions. Try to
encourage them to look at secondary characters besides the main characters. (For example — The
Good Witch of the East might get an award for Caring; Uncle Henry might get an award for
Fairness). In addition to drawing the award, ask them to write one or two sentences as a
testimonial, such as “To the Cowardly Lion, for being so loyal even when he was afraid, we
present this Medal of Caring”.

¢ Another way to do the same thing would be for each student to select someone in the school —
the principal, a secretary, an aide, a lunchroom attendant — and honor him or her in the same way
for his or her actions. (“For Miss Smith, for being so fair when people don’t get along in the
playground, we present this Medal of Fairness”)

4 Enjoy the attached word search sheet!

Math

¢ Make a Yellow Brick Road of paper for your classroom floor (or go outside and use yellow
street chalk). How many bricks would it take to make your yellow brick road cross the hall? run
across the playground? down the street? What about if the individual bricks were smaller or
larger?

Science .

¢ What a difference bones make! The class builds a life-sized Scarecrow to learn the difference
skeletal systems make to the way their bodies work.

¢ Water melts the Wicked Witch of the West and what else? In L. Frank Baum's book, Dorothy
says the Witch melts “like brown sugar”. Build small brown sugar “witches” and melt them.
Have students discover what else is water soluble by attempting to dissolve different solids in
water.






